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200 Attend Lake Management Conference

Nearly 200 people attended the Third Annual Indiana Lake
Management Conference held April 19-20 at Tri-State University in
Angola. The conference, sponsored by the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management, was hosted locally by the Steuben County
Lakes Council

At the Friday
LN | afternoon Technical
i H [NU’AQA T " Session, participants
& 1Y\ tiATAGEMER heard talks on
f CONCERENCE management efforts at

Shipshewana Lalke, the
LaGrange County water
quality survey program,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
 Service wetlands
restoration program, an

$ evaluation of aeration as
| a lake management

? ‘_ technique, and exotic
Members of the Steuben County Lakes Council invaders threatening

help register conference participants. Indiana lakes. One
- invader is the zcb_ra

mussel, an exotic from Europe
that was accidentally introduced
into the Great Lakes, according
to Tom Lauer of the Indiana
DNR. The mussels reproduce at
an alarming rate and their dense
numbers clog water intakes and
outfalls. They can spread to
inland waters by attaching to
boats and trailers.

Pete Hippensteel, a professor
at Tri-State University, told the
audience of the purple
loosestrife, an exotic plant that
outcompetes native wetland
vegetation. The plant, which has
attractive purple flowers that
bloom in July and August, was
originally planted as an
ornamental but has now invaded
wetlands and lakeshores across O Bl et
Indiana and the eastern U.S. : (Lythram salicari)

Papers presented during the

‘Technical Session will be published in a conference proceedings that

should be available later in the year.

Saturday morning's General Session provided updates of lake and
nonpoint source management activities of the IDEM and of the Lake
Enhancement Program of IDNR. A highlight of the session was a
presentation by Frank Lapensee, Chief of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s Clean Lakes Program in Washington, D.C. Mr.
Lapensee told the audience that his program does not have sufficient
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