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7th Indiana Lake quqgemen’r Conference

One hundred and twenty participants attended the 7th Indiana Lake Management
Conference held April 7 and 8 in Warsaw. The conference, sponsored annually by the
Indiana Department of Environmental Management, featured workshops, watershed
tours, exhibits, and talks about many facets of lakes in Indiana.

The conference began with a Friday morning interactive “Know Your Watershed
Workshop”, presented by the Conservation Technology Information Center (CTIC).
After “breaking the ice,” participants broke into small groups in an exercise demonstrat-
ing consensus building techniques. The information presented is part of a new series of
publications produced by CTIC.

Following lunch, we boarded buses for a tour of the Upper Tippecanoe River
Watershed Project area. The tour, organized by Kosciusko County District Conserva-
tionist Sam St. Clair, included examples of: no-till cropland, conservation reserve
program land, water and sediment control basins (WASCOBS), grassed waterways,
filter strips, wetlands restoration, upland habitat development, and cow and duck
manure management. All of these practices help reduce nonpoint source pollution
loading to lakes in the Upper Tippecanoe River basin. The last stop on the tour was the
Tippecanoe Country Club where the Kosciusko County Lakes Preservation and
Development Council and the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. sponsored a
buffet dinner followed by entertainment. A fun time was had by all!

Saturday morning’s sessions included talks on the abundance and size of large-
mouth bass in Indiana, the ecology of zebra mussels, the affects of acid mine drainage
on stream invertebrates, the Starve Hollow Lake restoration project, and results from the
1994 Great American Secchi Dip-In. Following a luncheon was a session targeted
toward the needs of lake associations. Talks covered a variety of interesting topics
including: lake association liability issues, Lake Maxinkuckee macrophyte plantings for
improving aquatic habitat, land acquisition for water quality protection at Lake
Wawasee, and septic system dye testing at Clear Lake.

A limited number of conference programs with abstracts of the talks presented are
available free by contacting us at the Water Column.

Bright Future for Indiana’s Nonpoint Source Program

Indiana’s Nonpoint Source (NPS) Program, administered by the Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental Management, is only five years old. In those five years, over 70

local and statewide projects have been initiated. Over $4.5 million has been awarded to

various groups, organizations, universities and agencies across the state to carry out
NPS implementation projects. All of this was accomplished with only two IDEM staff
to administer the program. Two additional staff were added to the program last year to
handle contracts, accounting, project oversight and other program issues. For 1995,
seven to ten additional NPS staff have been approved for this program. By expanding
the NPS staff, there will be more opportunity for staff members to get out and work in
the field to provide technical and administrative support to local projects.

The 1994 year of the Section 319 program in Indiana was funded with $2,904,019
of federal/state funds, $1,742,411 being provided by federal funds. Section 319 of the
federal Clean Water Act provides support for local and statewide NPS projects. Besides
providing staffing and equipment for the IDEM’s Office of Water Management, it
funded the following projects, with the amounts shown representing the federal funding
for the projects:

Indian/Pine Watershed—Purdue University will be utilizing $100,000 to study the -

watershed of Indian Creek and Pine Creek watersheds. This project will determine the
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