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Eighth Indiana Lake Management Conference

One hundred people attended the
Eighth Indiana Lake Management
Conference, held June 6-7 at the
Indiana Government Center in
Indianapolis. The conference is
sponsored annually by IDEM.

Participants agreed that this year’s
program was one of the best ever.
Thursday's sessions were devoted to
shoreline management. Emphasis
was on using natural materials to
protect shorelines and provide habitat.
Invited speakers gave advise on sea
walls, glacial stone rip-rap, pea gravel
beaches, native vegetation plantings,
and Canada goose management.
Mark Bennett of DNR explained that
emergent plants such as cattail and
shoreline shrubs not only protect
shorelines from erosion, but also deter
Canada geese. Apparently, Canada
geese like clean, mowed-grass
shorelines which they can easily walk
up. ,
Don Roberts of the U.S. EPA and
Carol Newhouse of IDEM described a
variety of federal and state programs
that offer technical and financial
assistance to lake communities for
management activities. Jan Henley,
IDEM Assistant Commissioner of
Water, discussed the many IDEM
efforts to protect Indiana’s water
quality, and Dave Herbst, IDNR
Deputy Director of the Bureau of
Water Resource and Regulation,
challenged the participants to get
more involved in protecting Indiana’s.
lakes. DNR and Senator Robert
Meeks will sponsor a public forum for
citizens to identify the major threats
to Indiana’s lakes later in the summer
(for a report on this meeting, see the
related story following.)

A spirited panel discussion on
boating safety took place on Friday
with State Boating Law Administrator
Larry Rhinehart and John Birkinbine,
Jr., Executive Director of the Personal
Watercraft Industry Association,
participating. The explosion of
personal watercraft (PWC) sales and

The 1996 Indiana Lalce
Management Conference was held
in the Indiana Government Center
auditorium in downtown
Indianapolis.

The spacious IGC atrium was a
dramatic setting for conference
exhibits.

use has caused many concerns on Indiana’s lakes and reservoirs. Mr.
Birkinbine explained that only one (PWC) manufacturer also builds

(Continued on page 2)






























